
 
Ref Story Words & themes & ideas Ref Related Gospel 
Ex. 1: 1-7 

 

Israelites grow strong & numerous in Egypt.  

 

   

Ex. 1:8-10 

 

 

A new Pharaoh arises who knows not Joseph and who 

plans to deal “shrewdly” with the Israelites. 

 

   

Ex. 1:11-22 Hebrew midwives, then all Egyptians, ordered to kill 

Hebrew male newborns. 

   

Ex. 2 

 

Birth of Moses to Levite parents. He is  saved and 

raised by Pharaoh’s daughter, kills an Egyptian and 

flees from Pharaoh to Midian where he maries 

Zipporah and has a son. God hears the groaning of the 

Israelites. 

Didn’t Pharaoh notice that 

one of his sons was a 

Hebrew? 

Mtt. 2:13 Joseph takes Mary and infant Jesus into Egypt 

to escape Herod.  (As the first Joseph took 

Jacob’s sons, “Israel” into Egypt to escape the 

famine.) 

Ex. 3:1-15 

 

Moses comes to Horeb in Midian, sees the burning 

bush, God reveals a new name & sends Moses to 

Pharaoh.  

“Who shall I say is calling?”   

Ex. 3:16-22 

 

God reveals the liberation plan. “I will strike Egypt 

with all my wonders.” 

   

Ex. 4 

 

God plans three miracles so the people believe. 

(1) rod to snake 

(2) leperous hand healed 

(3) Nile River water turned to blood. 

Moses asks God to send someone else (I am not 

eloquent.) Aaron designated. Jethro gives Moses 

permission to leave. Moses and Aaron speak to the 

people & they believe.   

On the way back to Egypt (4:24), at an overnight camp, 

God tries to kill Moses.  

He is saved by Zipporah. (4:29) M&A go to the elders 

with words and signs and the people believe them. 

God offers double insurance 

of success: Aaron’s 

eloquence and three miracles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

?!?!?  Jacob & the angel 

wrestle. 

Mtt. 2:19-21 Mary and Joseph return from Egypt after the 

death of Herod. 

Ex. 5 

 

M&A go to Pharaoh: Let my people go.    

 



Exodus 5 – 12, Plagues 

 Plagues Results 

Ex. 5 – 6:9 M&A: Let my people go. 

 

Pharaoh tells the people to go back to 

work. Taskmasters should make the work 

harder. “Give them no straw.” 

Israelites complain to Pharaoh. He calls them “lazy.” They complain to 

Moses & Aaron. M&A complain to God. God says to remind the people 

of the covenant promises God will fulfill. Promises to “free” and 

“redeem” them and take them as God’s own people, leading them to the 

promised land. The people do NOT believe. 

God to Moses: Go to Pharaoh. 

Ex.6:10 – 7:7 Moses tells God (again) that he is not a 

good speaker. If the Israelites don’t 

believe him, why would Pharaoh? God: I 

will harden Pharoah’s heart.  

 

Ex. 7:8 - 13 G: Show Pharaoh the miracle with the rod.  

Pharaoh’s sorcerers matched the trick. 

 

Pharaoh did not listen. 

Ex. 7:14-25 1  Nile water turned into blood. 

Pharaoh’s sorcerers matched the trick. 

Pharaoh did not listen. Ordinary Egyptians suffered b/c they were 

without water. 

Ex. 8:1-15 2  Egypt is swarmed with frogs.  

Pharaoh’s sorcerers matched the trick. 

Pharaoh asked M&A to take the frogs away in exchange for letting the 

people go to the wilderness to worship.  

They agree, but Pharaoh renegs on his promise. 

Ex. 8:16-19 3 Egypt plagued with gnats.  

Pharaoh’s sorcerers could NOT make 

gnats. The sorcerers told Pharaoh, “This is 

the finger of God.” 

 

 

Pharaoh would not listen, “just as the Lord had said.” 

Ex. 8:20-32 4 Egypt is swarmed with flies. 

“The land was ruined b/c of the flies.” 

Ph: let the people worship in Egypt. 

M: No. We need to go 3 days into the wilderness. 

Ph: I will let them go if you take the flies away. 

The flies are taken away & Pharaoh renegs. 

Ex. 9:1-7 5 Livestock stricken with deadly 

pestilence.  

All livestock die except those belonging to 

the Israelites. 

 

“The heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he would not let the people 

go.” 

Ex. 9:8-12 6 Soot, festering boils on humans and 

animals. 

Even the sorcerers were stricken and had 

to leave Ph’s presence. 

“The heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he would not let the people 

go.” 

 



Exodus 5 – 12 Plagues, continued. 

 Plague Result 

Ex. 9:13-35 7 The heaviest hail that has ever fallen, 

tomorrow. 

Some Egyptian officials believe M&A and 

hide their livestock. Everything unhidden 

was killed, except the Israelites’ (in 

Goshen.) Most of the harvest was destroyed. 

 

 

 

Pharaoh asks M&A to stop it and says the people can leave.  

M&A call off the hail and Pharaoh renegs. 

Ex. 10:1-20 8 Locusts will destroy what’s left of the 

harvest.  

Pharaoh’s officials beg him to give in. 

Pharaoh says only the men will be set free.  

The locusts arrive.  

Pharaoh says he repents, but when the locusts are lifted, he renegs. 

Ex.10:21-

29 

9 Dense darkness over Egypt for three days 

(except where the Israelites lived.) For 3 

days, no one in Egypt could see to move. 

Pharoah says all can go into the wilderness to worship, but they must 

leave livestock behind. Moses declines the offer. Pharaoh orders Moses 

out of his presence, for ever. 

Ex. 11:1-9 

 

 

Ex. 12:1-14 

 

 

Ex.12:15-

20 

Ex.12:21-

29 

10 One more plague, after which Pharaoh 

will beg you to leave. Every first born in the 

land will die. 

God’s instructions for Passover meal: Put 

the lamb’s blood on the doorposts and lintel. 

When I see the blood, I will pass over you. 

Instructions for future Passover meals.  

Moses instructs the elders. The people obey. 

At midnight, the first born sons in Egypt are 

“struck down.”  

 

 

 

LDY: Why did God need to see the blood. ALL of the plagues passed 

over the Israelites! 

Ex.12:30-

36 

 

 

Ex.12:37-

50 

Pharaoh and the Egyptian people beg the 

Israelites to go. Israelites rob the Egyptians 

on the way out. 

600,000 plus children and livestock leave 

after living in Egypt 430 years. More 

instructions for future commemoration. 
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Ex. 13:1-16 

 

 

 

Consecrate to me all first born. Instructions for future 

commemoration. When your children ask you, “What 

does this mean?... (The Lord’s plague killed the 

firstborn so every 1
st
 born is sacrificed, but I redeem 

my firstborn son.) 

   

Ex. 13:17-22 

 

 

 

God led the people the long way around, towards the 

Red Sea,  so as to avoid war with the Philistines. The 

Israelites left armed. Moses took the bones of Joseph. 

God led with a pillar of cloud & fire. 

They fought Amalek in Chpt. 

17 – Why not have them fight 

the Philistines? Seems as 

though God wanted to kill the 

Egyptians. 

  

Ex. 14:1-9 

 

 

 

They camped by the sea so that Pharaoh would think 

they were lost. G: I will harden Pharaoh’s heart so that 

he pursues. Pharaoh pursued with 600 chariots. 

   

Ex. 14:10-30 

 

 

 

The people see the chariots and blame Moses for 

talking them into leaving. M: Stand firm. The Lord will 

fight for you. (God parts the Red Sea, the Israelites 

pass through, the Egyptians are killed.) Thus the Lord 

saved Israel that day. 

   

Ex. 15:1-11 

 

 

 

Song of the Sea, part I, by Moses and the Israelites    

Ex. 15:12-19 

 

 

 

Song of the Sea, part II, by Moses and the Israelites    

Ex. 15:20-21 

 

 

Song of the Sea, two verses, by Miriam and the women    

Ex. 15:22-25a 

 

 

 

Moses leads the people 3 days into the wilderness of 

Shur, finding no drinkable water. Moses throws a piece 

of wood into it making it drinkable. (Marah.) 

   

Ex. 15:25b-26 

 

 

 

God makes a statue and ordinance (?) If the people 

obey, God will not give them any of the diseases God 

gave the Egyptians. 

   

Ex. 15:27  At Elim they find 12 springs of water & 70 palm trees.    
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Ex. 16:1-15 Israelites come to the wilderness of Sin (between Elim 

and Sinai). They complained to Moses because they 

were hungry. God rains bread down from heaven. 

   

Ex.16:16-18 Gather as much as you need. Those who gathered 

much had the same amount as those who gathered 

little. 

  Last hired worker? Feeding of the 5,000? 

Ex. 16:19-36 G: don’t save any from day to day. (It rots in the night.) 

Gather twice as much the sixth day: bake or boil the 

extra, eat it on the Sabbath. Called Manna, which they 

ate for the 40 years before reaching Canaan. 

   

Ex.17:1-7 They journey in stages, as the Lord commanded. At 

Rephidim there is no water and the people are ready to 

stone Moses for talking them into leaving Egypt. G to 

M: Strike the rock and water will come out of it. 

   

Ex. 17:8-16 Amalek attacks the Israelites. Aaron & Hur hold up 

Moses’ arms while Joshua fought & won. 

   

Ex. 18:1-12 Jethro brings Moses’ wife and sons from Midian.    

Ex. 18:13-27 Moses sat as a judge from morning til night. Jethro 

warns he will wear himself out. What you SHOULD 

do is teach the people God’s statutes and set others as 

judges, with appeals to you.  Moses did as his father-

in-law suggested and Jethro went home. 

   

Ex.19:1-8 The 3
rd

 month after leaving Egypt, they came to the 

wilderness of Sinai. “Moses went up to God (on the 

mountain?) who said: If the people obey & keep my 

covenant, they shall be my own, a priestly nation. The 

people agreed to it. 

   

Ex.19:9-25 G to M: Have the people prepare (consecrate) 

themselves for the 3
rd

 day. I will come down on Mt 

Sinai. They should stand at the foot of the mountain. 

Moses spoke to God and God answered in thunder. 

God warns that the people should not go up the 

mountain. 

   

Ex.20:1-20 Ten commandments    
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Ex.20:21-26 God was in the thick darkness. God to M: do not make 

me gods of gold or silver, only an earthen altar. Stones 

ok if they are not hewn, and no stairs going up it. 

   

Ex.21:1-35 The ordinances: 

-how and when to free slaves 

-how to deal with those who kill 

-assault, kidnapping, fighting 

-responsibility for harm caused by animals 

-responsibility for hazards (open pits) 

   

Ex. 22 The ordinances, cont’d. 

-theft of livestock, etc. 

-Ex.22:21 – do not oppress a resident alien, widow or 

orphan on penalty of death. 

-money-lending, pawning goods 

-Ex.22:28 – you shall not revile God or curse a leader 

-no eating road-kill 

   

 

 

 

give him your cloak also 

Ex. 23:1-19 -no false report 

-you shall not follow a majority in wrong-doing 

-if you find your neighbor’s livestock lost, return it 

(even if your neighbor hates you) vs. 5 

-do not pervert the justice due to the poor 

-7
th

 year, let the land rest. 

-7
th

 day, YOU rest, slaves & resident aliens also. 

-observe 3 annual festivals 

   

Ex.23:20-33 My angel will lead you: listen to him. I will protect you 

from enemies and sickness. I will drive the Canaanites 

out gradually, “little by little.” Do not worship their 

gods. 

   

Ex.24:1-11 Moses writes down all of the ordinances and the people 

agree to observe them. Moses builds an altar at the foot 

of the mountain, burnt offerings offered, book of the 

covenant read, half of the blood on the altar, half on the 

people. Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu and 70 elders go 

up the mountain and see God, and eat and drink. The 

people stay at the foot of the mountain.  

   

Ex.24:12-18 God invites M up the mountain to be given the law and 

commandments God has written (on tablets of stone.) 

Moses entered the cloud and stayed on the mountain 40 

days and 40 nights. 
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Ex.25:1-40 God to Moses: Tell the Israelites to bring me gold, 

silver, fine linen, oil for lamps, spices, gems (etc) and 

have them build me a tabernacle “so that I may dwell 

among them.” Vs. 10 – An ark of acacia wood, 

overlaid with gold… “Make them according to the 

pattern for them, which is being shown you on the 

mountain.” 

   

Ex. 26 

 

 

 

Tabernacle specs, continued.     

Ex. 27 

 

 

 

Tabernacle & Altar specs. “They shall be made just as 

you were shown on the mountain.” A lamp shall burn 

outside the Tent of Meeting, tended to by Aaron & his 

sons from evening to morning. A perpetual ordinance. 

   

Ex. 28 

 

 

 

Aaron and his sons to serve as priests & specs for the 

sacred vestments. Then anoint, consecrate and ordain 

them. They shall wear the vestments in the Tent of 

Meeting or near the altar (on penalty of death!) 

   

Ex. 29 

 

 

 

How to consecrate them as priests. Vest them, sacrifice 

bulls & rams, putting some blood on the priests’ 

earlobes and thumbs and big toes, then on the priests 

and their vestments. 

(vs.33) “They themselves shall eat the food by which 

atonement is made (burnt offering), but no one else 

shall eat of them, because they are holy.” 

On the altar, offer two year old lambs every day: 

morning and evening. 

Unhappy Altar Guild.   

Ex. 30 

 

 

Make an altar on which to offer incense. (Specs.) 

Ex.30:10 - Once a year Aaron shall perform the rite of 

atonement on its horns. Throughout your generations 

he shall perform the atonement for it once a year with 

the blood of the atoning sin offering.” 

Ex. 30:12 – Take a census of the Israelites. Each one 

registered shall pay half a shekel, rich or poor, to fund 

the Tent of Meeting and as a reminder to the Israelites 

of the ransom given for your lives. 

-A bronze basin for washing 

-spices for holy anointing oil 

-spices for incense 
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Ex. 31 

 

 

 

God tells Moses to count on two people (one from the 

tribe of Judah, one from the tribe of Dan) to be 

artisans. 

Ex.30:12 – God to Moses: Tell the Israelites to keep 

my Sabbaths. Whoever does work on the Sabbath shall 

be put to death. 

When God finished speaking, God gave Moses the two 

tablets written with the hand of God. 

   

Ex. 32:1-14 

 

 

 

Golden Calf: While Moses was on the mountain, the 

people asked Aaron to “make gods for them” – who 

knows what has happened to Moses. Aaron complied, 

made a gold calf, built an altar and declared a festival. 

God becomes angry, threatens to destroy them (saving 

Moses), but Moses intercedes, reminding God of his 

promises to Abraham, Isaac & Jacob. God relented. 

 

   

Ex. 32:15-35 

 

 

When Moses got back HE was angry and crushed the 

tablets, issued a call for those “who are on the Lord’s 

side” to which the Levites responded. Moses told them 

to kill brothers, friends and neighbors, and they did. 

3,000 fell that day. 

Moses goes back to God and tries to atone for their 

sins. God says those who sinned against God will be 

punished. But God will lead the people via the angel. 

God sends a plague as punishment. 

   

Ex.33:1-11 

 

 

 

God promises to lead them to the promised land, but 

via an angel. “I will not go up among you, or I would 

consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked 

people.” 

Ex. 33:7 - Moses’ custom of going to the Tent of 

Meeting to confer with God. God “used to speak to 

Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend.” 

   

Ex.33:12-23 Moses says he will not go on if God will not go with 

them. Otherwise, how will the world know that I 

(Moses) have found favor in your sight? God relents. 

Moses: Show me your glory. God: I will make my 

goodness pass before you, but you shall not see my 

face. God covers Moses with God’s hand  so he only 

sees God’s back. 

Moses argues with God, 

much as Abraham argued 

with God re: Sodom. It seems 

to work to point out that what 

God intends to do will not 

make God look good to 3
rd

 

parties. (What will the 

neighbors think?) 
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Ex. 34:1-28 God: Cut two new stones and come back up the 

mountain, alone. God descended in a cloud and 

proclaimed the name, “The Lord.”  

Ex.34:10 – God promises: Before all your people I will 

perform marvels. Observe what I command. I will 

drive out (the Canaanites.)  Do not covenant with them. 

Ex. 34:17-26 – Commandments 

-keep the festival of unleavened bread 

-all firstborns are God’s. All  1
st
 sons shall be 

redeemed. 

-keep the Sabbath 

-three festivals a year 

-first fruits of the harvest to be given to God. 

-do not boil a kid in its mother’s milk. (2
nd

 time) 

Moses stayed 40 days and 40 nights, not eating or 

drinking and wrote the words on the tablets. 

   

Ex.34:29-35 Moses came down the mountain with the tablets and 

his face was shining. He told them what the Lord’s 

commandments were, then covered his face with a veil 

which he removed only when he went in to speak with 

God. 

   

Ex. 35 Moses assembled the people and conveyed the Lord’s 

commandments: 

-7
th

 day = Sabbath, on penalty of death 

-bring offerings of precious metal, cloth 

-let artisans come make the tabernacle, altar, ark, etc. 

Offerings were brought, two head artisans appointed. 

   

Ex. 36 

 

 

 

 

The people brought so many offerings, Moses had to 

tell them to stop.  Ex. 36:7 “What they had already 

brought was more than enough.” 

The building and construction was undertaken. 

   

Ex. 37 

 

The building and construction continues.    

Ex. 38 

 

The building and construction continues.    

Ex. 39 

 

 

The building and construction continues. “The 

Israelites had done all of the work just as the Lord had 

commanded Moses… and Moses blessed them.” 
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Ex. 40 

 

 

On the 1
st
 day of the 1

st
 month, set everything up 

(tabernacle, ark, tent of meeting.) Anoint and 

consecrate it all along with Aaron as his sons as priests. 

Ex. 40:34 – “Then the cloud covered the tent of 

meeting and the glory of the Lord filled the 

tabernacle.” When the cloud was in place, the people 

stayed put. When the cloud was taken up from the 

tabernacle, the people “set out on a stage of their 

journey.” 

   

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

 


