
Comparison of three “What Must I Do?” stories 

 Mark  Matthew  Luke 

Mk. 
10:17
-23 

(17)  As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran 
up and knelt before him, and asked him, "Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  (18)  
Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No 
one is good but God alone.  
(19)  You know the commandments: 
'You shall not murder;  
You shall not commit adultery; 
You shall not steal; 
You shall not bear false witness; 
You shall not defraud;  
Honor your father and mother.'"  
(20)  He said to him, "Teacher, I have kept all these 
since my youth."  
(21) Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You 
lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me."  
(22)  When he heard this, he was shocked and went 
away grieving, for he had many possessions.  
(23) Then Jesus looked around and said to his 
disciples, "How hard it will be for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!"  

Mtt. 
19:16
-24 

(16) Then someone came to him and said, 
"Teacher, what good deed must I do to have 
eternal life?"  (17) And he said to him, "Why do 
you ask me about what is good? There is only 
one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, 
keep the commandments."  (18) He said to him, 
"Which ones?" And Jesus said, 
"You shall not murder;  
You shall not commit adultery;  
You shall not steal;  
You shall not bear false witness;  
(19) Honor your father and mother; also,  
You shall love your neighbor as yourself." ** 
(20) The young man said to him, "I have kept all 
these; what do I still lack?"  (21) Jesus said to 
him, "If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions, and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then 
come, follow me."  (22) When the young man 
heard this word, he went away grieving, for he 
had many possessions.  (23) Then Jesus said to 
his disciples, "Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a 
rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven.  
(24) Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone 
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God."  
** Lev. 19:18 

Lk. 
18:18
-25 

(18) A certain ruler asked him, "Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?" (19)  Jesus said to him, 
"Why do you call me good? No one is 
good but God alone. (20)  You know the 
commandments: 
'You shall not commit adultery; 
You shall not murder;  
You shall not steal; 
You shall not bear false witness; 
Honor your father and mother.'"  
(21) He replied, "I have kept all these 
since my youth." (22)  When Jesus heard 
this, he said to him, "There is still one 
thing lacking. Sell all that you own and 
distribute the money to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; then 
come, follow me." (23)  But when he 
heard this, he became sad; for he was 
very rich. (24)  Jesus looked at him and 
said, "How hard it is for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!  
(25) Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God."  
Luk 18:2 

Deuteronomy 5:15 - 22 

15  Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God 
brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore 
the LORD your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.  
16  Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God commanded you, so 
that your days may be long and that it may go well with you in the land that the LORD 
your God is giving you.  
17  You shall not murder.  
18  Neither shall you commit adultery.  

19  Neither shall you steal.  
20  Neither shall you bear false witness against your neighbor.  
21  Neither shall you covet your neighbor's wife. Neither shall you desire your 
neighbor's house, or field, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.  
22  These words the LORD spoke with a loud voice to your whole assembly at the 
mountain, out of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, and he added no more. 
He wrote them on two stone tablets, and gave them to me. 

 


